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MSW Application Walk Through and Tips 
In this document, you will find an in-depth walk-through for applying to the UGA Master of Social Work 

program.  

The application is a process and will most likely not be completed in one sitting. You’ll be able to save your 

progress and come back later. 

Before beginning, review the following checklist of items you will need to complete the application. 

• Transcripts – Upload unofficial transcripts from all institutions attended to the Graduate School 

application. Send official transcripts after you are offered admission. 

• Narrative Essay – Through the personal narrative, you will have an opportunity to describe your 

interest and motivation for becoming a professional social worker as well as your understanding of the 

concepts and guiding principles associated with the profession.  

• Resumé – Include details of your work experience in human service through paid, volunteer and 

internship experiences. 

• Three letters of recommendation supporting your readiness for graduate work, appropriate 

interpersonal skills, and talent for leadership. At least one academic reference is preferred. The 

application will prompt your recommenders to submit their letters electronically after entering their 

email address in the application. 

• Graduate School Application fee: $75 for the first application; $25 for each additional application 

Let’s get started! 

1. Graduate School Application 

The application is housed in the UGA Graduate School. To begin your application, click this link: 

Graduate Student application  

2. Scroll down and click the “Apply Now” button 

 

3. Select “Log in” or “Create an Account” 

a) If you have never applied to UGA Graduate School before, click “Create an account”  

https://grad.uga.edu/admissions/apply-now/
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If you need detailed instructions on how to create an account, click this link: Create Account.  

 

*Note the email address and password that you enter, because you will need to log into the 

GradSlate portal to continue work on your application and to check the status after it is 

submitted.  

b) If you have already created an account, select “Log in,” and then enter the email address and 

password for your account. 

 

4. Click “Start New Application” at the bottom of the screen.  
 

 
5. Click “START A UGA APPLICATION” in the pop-up box. Ensure pop-ups are enabled for this site.  

https://grad.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/New_Application_Creation_GradSlate-25.pdf
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6. Select your academic year. Click Submit. It may take a few moments for the application to 

populate.  

 
7. Select your desired program. To see the differences in the programs, refer to the MSW admissions 

page. 

 

https://ssw.uga.edu/degrees-programs/msw/admissions/
https://ssw.uga.edu/degrees-programs/msw/admissions/
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Campus 

Select your campus: Online, Athens, or Gwinnett. To see the differences in the programs, refer back to 

the MSW Admissions page.  

Degree Level  

 Select “Masters” 

Intended Program 

Scroll and select MSW, Social Work (School of Social Work) from dropdown list. 

 
After you select MSW, you will see a chart on this section showing the different options.  

 

Note: You can only apply to one MSW option per application cycle. After you’re admitted into a 

program, transfers between campuses are not allowed.  

If you have any questions about which one you should select, email MSW Admissions at 

sswadmin@uga.edu  

Intended Term 

Select your intended term.  

 

https://ssw.uga.edu/degrees-programs/msw/admissions/
mailto:sswadmin@uga.edu
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Athens, Gwinnett and Online MSW programs all have a Fall start date (for those from any degree 

background). 

 

Advanced Standing, (reminder: this option is only for those with a BSW from a CSWE-accredited 

school) has a Summer start date. 

 

If you have selected the correct academic year, campus and program, the system should only show you 

the correct term.  

Note: The Graduate School only allows correction of program or term once for free, so please choose 

carefully.  

 

The MSW program operates on a cohort model, and only accepts students once per school year.  

Are you interested in applying for a dual degree program?  

 

The Dual Degree option is only for Athens full-time students. We currently have a MSW/ Master of 

Public Health, a MSW with Juris Doctorate law degree, and an MSW/Master of Business Administration 

as our three dual degree options. You must apply to each master’s separately and keep in close contact 

with your advisor. See this link to the Dual Degree Programs website for more information. 

8. Click “Continue” button after each section.  

You are able to go back to all sections to make corrections or to add information before submitting 

your application.  

9. Biographical  

Except for “Preferred First Name”, enter all information as listed on your legal documents. Click 

Continue. 

https://ssw.uga.edu/degrees-programs/dual-degree/
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Your contact email address will be used for communications from the Graduate School, so please use 

an address that will not change and that you are able to check regularly.  

10. Geographical 

Enter all information as listed on legal your documents. Click Continue. 

 

11. Educational Background 

Please read the instructions on this page of the application. Only unofficial transcripts are required for 

the application. Official transcripts will be requested after an applicant is accepted.  
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Type in each college/university you have attended. Even if you only attended for dual enrollment or as 

a transient or transfer student, you should upload a transcript.  

Click “Add Institution,” type in the information and upload a PDF or scanned image of your transcript 

from that institution.  

 

Click Continue. 

 

12. Additional Information 

Enter all the information on this page, and click Continue. 
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Important notes: 

• For your GPA, list your correct overall GPA from your transcripts.  

• Financial Assistance- Research your funding options early. 

• Checking yes to “Do you wish to be considered for financial assistance from your academic 

program?” does not automatically enter you into any funding programs.  

• Do you plan to pursue this program using TAP support? Only select yes if you are a full time 

benefits-eligible employee of the University System of Georgia who has successfully completed at 

least six (6) months of employment  

*Please note: TAP policy states, “TAP participation will be granted on a space-available basis.” The 

School of Social Work is not currently accepting University System of Georgia TAP applicants for the 

Master of Social Work Online program due to limited space-availability. We review USG TAP 

applicants for the Athens and Gwinnett programs on a space-available basis. 

13. Test Scores 

If you are submitting text scores, enter them here.  
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GRE Test Scores are not required for the UGA MSW application. Most applicants do not include them 

unless they’ve already taken the GRE for other programs, or they need to show that they have 

academic promise despite a low GPA. It does not count against you to not have GRE scores. 

International Applicants may have language testing requirements, see the Graduate School website to 

determine if you need to provide those.  

14. SSW Supplemental Application 

These are the areas that the School of Social Work adds to the standard Graduate School application.  

 

Resume 

Upload a Word or PDF document of your resume. In addition to your education and work experience, 

 be sure to include details of your work experience in human service through paid, volunteer and 

 internship experiences. 

 

Practicum Statement 

Read through this carefully before you click yes.  

Please note that all of our program options have the same two years of practicum internship 

requirements. Online students must complete their internships in person within Georgia. 

https://grad.uga.edu/admissions/requirements/international-applications/
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Personal Narrative Essay 

Be sure to follow narrative essay directions exactly and take time to refine your essay before uploading it. 

The narrative essay is very important because it serves multiple purposes: to describe your motivation for 

becoming a social worker, to demonstrate understanding of the guiding principles associated with the 

profession, and to offer a graduate writing sample to the committee. Upload your final draft using the 

Choose File button and click Continue. 

 

15. Recommendations 

Enter the names and contact information for recommenders here. An email request with a secure link will 

be sent from the Graduate School to each recommender IMMEDIATELY, even if you haven’t hit the final 

submit button.  

https://ssw.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/MSW-Application-Personal-Narrative-Essay-Instructions-2023.pdf
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The School of Social Work requires three letters of recommendation. At least one should be academic 

(more if you are a recent graduate). Other recommenders can be supervisors, directors, or club advisors. 

Do not use friends or family members.  

 

This section asks if you waive your right to access the letter. The MSW Admissions committee prefers that 

you select “I waive my right to access this report”. 
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Once the recommender completes the form and attaches a letter, they will be included in your application 

for admission. MSW admissions will be able to view the submitted forms and letters of recommendation in 

the application portal. You can view whether a letter has been received and re-send notification emails to 

your recommenders via your Status Portal. 

16. Employment 

Enter your employment history. Click Add Employer to add each employer’s information individually, 

clicking Save after each one. Click Continue when you are done. 
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17. Honor Code and Privacy Policy 

Read the honor code carefully. Type your full name in place of your signature, and click Confirm. 

 

18. Payment Selection 

Complete the payment section. Applications are not considered complete until the application fee is 

paid. The UGA Graduate School requires an application fee to help fund the application portal and 

application processing. This fee is not assessed by the School of Social Work. The fee for your first 

application is $75. Each additional application is $25. United States Active Military, Reservists or 

Veterans can upload documentation for a fee waiver.  
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19. Crucial Data 

Check that the information on the Crucial Data page is correct.  

 

20. Review and Submit 

 

Review your application carefully before clicking submit. Any corrections that need to be made will be 

listed here. Once you have checked all of your information, click submit. 
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21. Status page 

After you submit your application, you will see your application status page. Along the bottom, there is a link to 

 the recommendations page, where you can send reminders to your recommenders.  

 

If you have any questions as you go through the application, we’re here to help!  

Email MSW Admissions at sswadmin@uga.edu. 

 

 

 

mailto:sswadmin@uga.edu
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